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triumph because he knew that reparations could not but be
abolished, and all the reports that he now had indicated that,
although the state of the country was the reverse of cheerful,
the depression had touched bottom. There were signs of a coming
world revival and, if these were not false prophets, there would
be real hope that the aid that Germany so urgently needed might
be forthcoming. He prepared a new decree for the President's
signature. It represented what he hoped would be a last attempt
to clear up the financial situation by piling up some extra taxation,
which looked bad but was according to his financial experts
necessary, and which he hoped might soon be taken off. But it
also provided for the compulsory acquisition of land in the east,
mainly uncultivated or unprofitably-managed land belonging to
the great estates, the land on which the Osthilfe had been to a
large extent wasted, and for presenting it free to farmers who
would be tenants of the state. It was in fact, though of all the
cabinet only Stegerwald would have claimed it to be, the begin-
ning of a very necessary offensive against the East Elbian latifundia.
Cabinet secrets were rarely kept in Germany, where the cabinet
was always so subservient to somebody, but in this case they were
kept. It was left to Schleicher and his intimates in the privy
council to give them away. The "presidential party" was kept
faithfully informed by Schleicher either directly or through Oskar
von Hindenburg, and it realized that now the alliance with
Schleicher must be made firm and action taken. At Neudeck his
neighbours, the lord of Oldenburg-Januschau at their head,
worked on the old marshal. They did it by ordinary conversation
with a cunning that surpassed Schleicher's cleverness. The result
was that, when Ateissner arrived to submit the decree, he found
the President in a state of indignant interrogation. One glance
at the precious document and he saw that all that had been told
him as rumour was true in fact. War veterans, war orphans, and
war-disabled were to be mulcted of part of their scanty allowances-,
and the wicked Socialist in the cabinet—the reference was to that
eminent though philanthropic Conservative Stegerwald who had
a passion for land settlement but who also, because of his intimate
connection with the Catholic trade-unions, the "scab" unions

